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Sir Arnold Theiler can rightly be hailed as both the father of veterinary research and of veterinary education in South Africa. His personal involvement in the latter was, however, unfortunately of relatively short duration. The reason was that in 1924, when the first class of Onderstepoort students qualified as veterinarians 1 , Theiler was already 57 years old and rapidly approaching the end of his Onderstepoort career.
Theiler 's age was, however, not the only reason for his departure from Onderstepoort. It was compounded by the unprecedented political developments of the time. The Smuts government lost the parliamentary election held in June 1924 to the Nationalist/Labour pact. Gen. J B M Hertzog became the new Prime Minister and he appointed Gen. J C G Kemp R A (Ray) Alexander became one of the veterinary profession's greatest achievers of his time in South Africa. After a short spell at the Allerton Laboratory, he was transferred to Onderstepoort, where he developed into a world class virologist with his research on African horsesickness (AHS) -the subject matter of his thesis for the DVSc-degree awarded in 1935 -and bluetongue of sheep. He developed the first really effective, safe vaccines against these 2 diseases, namely a polyvalent vaccine containing attenuated, neurotropic strains of horsesickness virus for AHS, and a polyvalent bluetongue vaccine containing embryonated egg-adapted virus strains for the latter. Alexander published more than 60 scientific articles during his career.
Alexander was also an outstanding leader, becoming increasingly administratively involved, both locally and internationally. 
